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The Mirror - image Word Order Relationship between Adverbs and Other Related

Elements in Japanese and Chinese

Abstract: This paper finds the mirror - image word order relationship between adverbs and auxiliaries in Japanese and Chi-

nese by using linguistic typology theory and research technique. At the same time, the two languages have differences which

can be structured as follows: [g[statement adverb[tense adverb[aspect adverb[verb stem] aspect auxiliary] tense auxiliary] prop-

osition-external auxiliary]final particle] in Japanese, and [modal adverb[tense adverb[aspect adverb[verb stem] aspect auxilia-

ry] @] modal particles]in Chinese. This enhances the explanatory power of "Orbital Structure™ proposed by Lu Bingfu (1987),

which was originally designed to explain the distribution of semantically-equivalent constituents in different languages but

now can be used to explain the distribution of different constituents in a particular language. The paper further touches upon

the structural closeness between the peripheral constituents and their nucleus, which extends Lu's orbital model from equidis-

tant to non-equidistant.

Keywords: Mirror - image word order relationship; Orbital Structure; extended explanation; non-equidistance
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