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Abstract: Third person pronouns of English split from personal pronoun system under the influence of the transformation from
synthetic language to analytic language and gained the demonstrative property in the process of grammaticalization. The devel—-
opment of Chinese third person pronouns however illustrates how the demonstrative ta obtained the property of a personal
pronoun. With different motives and mechanisms of grammaticalization these different developmental directions lead to the ap—
pearance of different pragmatic variants but the deep cause lies in the different world values held by the Chinese people and
the British people. From the typological perspective Chinese third person pronouns belong to a three-person language while
English is a two—-person language.
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